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PREFACE 


T will not be taken for a Boaſt to ſay, the Letter to the 
_ Diſſenters has met with à general good Reception: It 
was written with ſo much Temper, ſuch ſtrong ( tho? 

cool ) Reaſoning, and carries ſo much Weight with it, 
that it could not fail to force its way into the Conſciences and 
Vnderſtandings of all thoſe, who were not prepoſſeſſed and pre- 
Vindiced by Intereſt and Party. It is lamented by all good 
| | Mew, that there are ſome ſtill to be found among us, who 
iſbutting their Eyes againſt the Conviction of their Under- 
1 andings, and ſtopping their Ears againſt the Voice of their 
Reaſon, are not to be perſuaded tho' the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
ſunanſwerable Arguments were uſed with them. 
hat ſuch as theſe are diſpleaſed, and appear angry at the 
Letter to the Diſſenters, nothing ſtrange ; . they 


—— mens 


Ve People, ſorry to ſee many Eyes open d which they had art- 
Jy blinded, and to ſee Temper and Reaſon begin to prevail 


ton of their own Prejudices. 


o have had ſo little to ſay againſt what is offered in the 


:tter, and that little, ſo weak and unconvincing, ſhould. 
Derſiſt in the Deluſions which they are not able to defend; 


, they ſhould. ſatisfy themſelves with having no more to 


Mich have no more to be ſaid in their behalf. This is in- 
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re moſt diſpleaſed at the good Effect of it upon the Minds of 


here they, had tainted the Minds of the People with the In- 


But that which is moſt Wonderful, is, that theſe Men 


and pet ſhould think the People could be ſtill influenced to 
Four 4 Temper and Party that they had ſo ill defended, and 
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deed very ſtrange, and this has moved me to enquire alittle | 
auto the Force of what has been offered, either in Print or 
otherwiſe, againſt the Letter to the Diſſenters. J 
The firſt Attempt we met with, is, from a fooliſh and ſcur- 
rilous Libeller, the Flying-Poſt, who ſinzling out a few Pa- 
ragraphs, which he ſeparates from the Connection which they 
ought to be allon' d to what goes before and follows after, and 
ſo wreſting the Senſe, would inſinuate that this Letter is 
written by an Enemy to the Diſlenters, and is 4 Threatuing 
"them with the Reſentment of the 6liniſtry, and charging them 
with Undutifulneſs and Diſloyalty tothe QUEEN. | 
This is ſo abſurd a way of Dealing, that it convinces us of 
two Things: ( 1.) That no fair juſt way of Arguing could 
tie againſt the forcible Reaſonings of the Letter ; and that | 
therefore it was to be traduced and calumniated; the true 
Intention and Deſign of it perverted; and the Author en- 
tirely miſrepreſented. ( 2.) That the Party will ſtick at no 
Methods, however unjuſt, to carry on their Intereſt, when they 
W + can no otherwiſe defend their Cauſe. And both theſe Things are 
Bj deducible from this one Obſervation, To wit, That not one | 
| Man of Character or Eminence among the Diſſenters has offer- : 
ec the leaſt Reflection of this kind. None of the Diſſenters 
1 quatenus Diſſenters: But a ſcandalous Firebrand of Sediti- 
on, the'Tool of the Faction, Impudent and full of Forgery in . 
their Favour, upon all Occaſions, below Notice and below Re- 
ſentment, only on this Account I name him, That it is a Proof 
how willing the Faction, here ſpoken of, is to have the Dilen- 
ters kept in their Intereſt ; and how ſoon alarm'd at an At- 
tempt to open their Eyes. And this Rage of the Party is 4 
| Teſtimonial to the good Effect the Letter to the Diſſenters 
has had, and is yet like to have in making them more Mary 
hom they fall in with a Party whoſe juſt Correction is ſo certain, 
and whoſe Crimes make that Correction ſo neceſſary at this 


| + time. But this by the Way. I return to the Subject of the | 
/ Letter zt ſelf. 
| Whoever it was that writ the Letter to the Diſſenters, 


I do not pretend fo much as to gueſs at him: He appears to be 
4 Friend to their Intereſt, and a Friend to his Country; and, 
| - it 
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throughout the whole Letter. To call it Threatning them, 
when he moſt friendly adviſes them to conſider what may 
be the Conſequences of their falling into the evil Mea- 
ſures of a Faction, is to ſay, A Father threatens his Son 
when he gives him Counſel to avoid ſuch Miſtakes and Er- 


rors, which he ſees him begin to run into; and adds, as a 


farther Motive, a true Repreſentation of the miſchievous 
Conſequences of ſuch Practices to himſelf. It appears to me 
that the whole Letter is fill d with the moſt friendly Cautions 
to the Diſſenters, wot to make their own Suffering 4 neceſſa- 
ry Conſequence of the Government's juſt Reſentment againſt 
Faction and Inſult; and ſo, that they ſhould make that Re- 
ſentment reach them by their being found in bad Company. 

It would be a very mean Compliment to the Diſſenters, to 
ſay, that when the ſaid Letter lays it down as à thing cer- 
tain, That the Government will, and indeed in its own 


Defence muſt, correct a fiery enraged Faction: That 


this ſhoald be a THREATNING ro the Diſſenters. I 
think theſe People ſhould remember, that this is charging all 


the Inſolences of a Party which, it is confeſſed, are come now 


to a ſtrange height, upon the Diſſenters j and inſtead of re- 
preſenting the Diſſenters as an injured and innocent People, 


it blackens them in the higheſt manner imaginable. 


The Author of the Letter rather imitates the fatherly Ad- 
vice that the meet Moſes gave to the People of Iſrael, who 
were not concerned in the Rebellion of Corah, Numb. 16. 26. 
Depart, I pray you, from the Tents of theſe wicked 


Men; and touch nothing of theirs, leſt ye be conſum- 
ed in all their Sins. This was far from a Threatning to 
the Children of Iſrael: It was a Threatning indeed to Co- 


rah and his Faction: But the Children of Iſrael took it 
Tight as it was intended, (viz.) 4 tender Caution to them, to 
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it is evident, he treats them in the moſt friendly manner 


quit the falling Party, and to prevent their ſharing in their 


Puniſhment. Accordingly the Text ſays, ver. 27. So they 


gat up from the Tabernacles of Corah, Dathan and Abi / : ; 
ram on every fide: And, as it appears, they thereby eſcaped || 
the Miſchief which befel thoſe wicked Men. 


y 
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5 juſtly chargeable with, 


In like manner, the Author of the Letter cautions the Dil- 
ſenters vo quit the Party making Sin, and depart from the Peo- 
ple that they have too much embraced, that they may avoid the 
Puniſhment that will infallibly fall upon thoſe People: This 


the Party are afraid ſhould influence the Diſſenters; and 


therefore they are labouring to perſuade them that they (the 
Diſſenters) are threatned, in this, with Perſecution, Oppreſ- 
fron and I know not what ; the contrary to which is manifeſt 
thro” the whole Letter. Go 

That the Inſolence of the Faction is come to à pitch, and 
the Meaſure of their Crimes almoſt filled up; No body can que- 


ſtion: It is moſt certain, They are ripened for Correction, and 
have made it as abſolutely neceſſary to the Government to Cha- 


ſtiſe them, as it is that it ſhould Subſiſt. None can (ay but 
that the Party have puſhed the Adminiſtration upon the un- 


happy Choice (viz.) of falling UPON the Faction, or fal- 


ling UNDER the Faction. The Remiſneſs and Clemency 
of the Miniſtry is conſtructed Fear, Guilt, Impotence, and all 


that is contemptible, by theſe Men; and they muſt be taught 


to feel the Iron Hands of that Juſtice, which they have deſpi- 
ſed becauſe of its Leaden Feet. This is evident from the Ma- 
ture and Neceſſity of the public Affairs: And any one that 
obſerves Things may ſee it ; nay, the Party themſelves know 
it, and only flatter themſelves with the fooliſh Notion of their 


being too Conſiderable to be chaſtiſed, in which they will ſoon 


be convinced of their Miſtake. 
Baut what is all this to the Diſſenters ? They are not in 
any Danger of being touch'd in this Caſe, if they are not found 


iu the Confederacy: And their preventing their own Ruin, by 


avoiding that Conjunttion, is the C ounſel given by the Letter; 


in which the Author has ſpemn the Diſſenters the greate 
piece of true Friendſhip imaginable, and if they take it other- 


wiſe, it muſt be an Infatuation, and ſuch an one as muſt be 


dangerous to themfelves. | 

Ihe next Quarrel at the Letter, it ſeems, is, That it 
charges the Diſſenters with great Things, which they are ſup- 
poſed by the Letter to be zuilty of, and which they are not 
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This is a Miſtake, that has ſome Ingratitude in it to the 
Author of the Letter, and the more, becauſe it appears to be 
wil ful, and it is evident that the Fact is not true: For he 
uſes them with ſuch Modeſty as that he rather leads them ſoft- 
ly by the Hand to charge themſelves, than take upon him to 
charge them, even where he might juſtly do it. 

That they have generally, I do not ſay univerſally, join'd with 
the Hot Whigs, they will not deny: That ſome among them 
have been Leaders and General Officers in the late Party-Ex- 
peditions againſt their QUEEN and Country, I need not 

diſpute, for they will not deny it: That they have begun to bring 
Faction and Party-Politicks into their Pulpits, [hewing the 

Lawfalneſs of Reſiſting their Sovereign, under the Shadow of 
taking Arms againſt a Tyrant : This they will not deny; and 
nothing is more ſure than that the wiſer Men among them not 
only difown the doing it, but acknowledge it is the high way to 
make them really ſuffer as evil Doers, which they are expreſly 
commanded by our Bleſſed Saviour to avoid. 

Why then ſhould they prompt us to charge them with Par- 
ticulars, which they know are too flagrant ? It is ſuffuctent that 
we admit they do not act thus as a Body, and the Guilty only 
are to be blamed for it: But it lies on them as a Body to diſ- 
own and declare againſt the Practice; and therefore the Let- 
er is but too kind to them and too tender of them in theſe 
Particulars. | En 

Theſe have been the frivolous Cavils at the Letter to the 
Diſſenters: And ſeeing the Generality of the Diſſenters ap- 
prove of, and appear convinced by the pungent Perſuaſions of 
this Letter, I thought it might be of ſome Uſe to the Pub- 
lick, to recommend it in this manner to every ſerious Prote- 
ſtant to think upon. And let them tell me, if the Diſſenters 
do not take the juſt Admonition of this Letter, I ſay let 
them tell me, who ought to plead for them, who would ſpare 
them, and who could pity them? 

On the Other hand: If they areWiſe, if they accept the 
friendly Caution, if they take due Meaſures among themſelves, 
it is certain it is neither the Intereſt, or the Inclination of 
the Government to hurt them, much leſs to Injure and Op- 
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preſs them. Have they not hitherto enjoy d all poſſible Indul- 


gence? Have not the Government forborn to reſent their Con- 
duct in Caſes which have loudly demanded it? Have they re- 
_reiv'd any thing from the Government but Kjndneſs and Fa- 
wour ? Nothing can ſavour more of an Ungrateful Spirit, 


than to ſuggeſt that they are Threatned, and in Danger from, 


and arm their Minas againſt an Pay aeg that has 
e 


treated them with all the Courteſy and Clemency imaginable, 
It is hoped, for their own Sakes, they will be cautious how they 
are drawn into any thing undutiful by a Party of Men, whoſe 
Caſe being deſperate, would be glad to embroil us at any one's 
Expence-; and who have once already attempted their Recove- 
71, at the Expence of the Diſſenters in the Occaſional Bill. 


. 
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L éetter to the Diſſenters. 


O Man of Wiſdom among you will ſay you are above Advice; 


0 and Charity bids us hope you are not paſt it. 

If you reje& the Counſel of thoſe that deſign your Good, 
* your Friends will have the Misfertune to fail in their good 
F Defign of Serving you: But the Diſaſter of not being Serv'd will be 
. | Your Own, | | i | 
5 | Whoever has the general Good of Britain at Heart, will be concern'd 


when they ſce any part of its Inhabitants taking Meaſures to deftroy the 
publick Peace; and whoever is concern'd for the Diſſenters, and is a 
, Friend to their Intereſt, will be very ſorry to ſee them under any Infa- 
tuations, and would be very glad to contribute, by all Means poſſible, 
to awaken them to their own Safety, before they have made their Miſ- 
chiefs irretrievable by their own inexcuſable e to 


The Diſſenters, in former Reigns, were repreſeMed to us as Enemies 
to the Church, of Factious and Seditious Prinelples, dangerous to Go- 
vernment and to Monarchy, and Enemies to Cæſar, and had much Trou- 
ble given them on thoſe Accounts: When it was thus with them, they 
never fail'd to proteſt their Innocence, their Loyalty to the Govern- 

ment, their Zeal for the Preſervation of the Perſon of the King; and 
declar'd they deſir'd nothing but the Liberty of their Conſciences, and 
of Worſhipping God after their own Manner; and that this being gran- 
ted them, they would be fully ſatisfied, and teſtify by their Behaviour, 
that all they deſir'd of the Government was ( uſing their own Words) 
To live peaceably and quietly under it in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, They 
cannot reaſonably expect theſe Profeſſions of theirs, which had ſo much 
4 Influence on their new Privileges, can now be forgotten: And it highly 
* concerns them to behave ſa under the Liberty they have obtained, as | 
that the Church of Eygland ſhould have no Reaſon to reproach them with 
" he Immorality of thoſe Proteftations, or to believe that they were not | 
f incere. | TR. 
Moderate Men, who were inclined to Peace, gave eaſy Credit to 
theſe Proteftatians and were thereby moved to acquieſce at that time 
in the Government's giving Liberty of Worſhip to the Diſſenters, hoping 
by that means to have the Sincerity of thoſe Profeſſions teftified by a 
quiet and peaceable Behaviour : And the whole Body of the Church of 
England, at the time of the Revolution, willingly join'd in taking off 
the Edge of Penal Laws, ſo far as it concern'd the Diſſenters, exempting 
them by A of Parliament from the Reſtraints and Penalties which they 
were ſubject to on account of their Religious Worſhip, and allowing 
them by legal Authority that Liberty of Worſhip and Freedom of Meet- 
ing and Aſſembling for the Service of God, which they had ſo often 
* 3 publickly affirmed to be the Sum of their Deſires: | 75 
N It was expected by all thoſe who wiſhed well to the Diſſenters, that as 
on the one Hand they ( the Diſſenzers') had received frequent and re- 
peated Aſſurances from the Throne, of the Satisfaction their Sovereign ; 
took in having laid ſuch great Obligations upon them to be Faithful, = 
Loyal, and Zealous for the Publick Geod; ſo, on the other Hand, they | 
would expreſs upon all Occaſions the Senſe they had upon them of the 
Obligation, and would convince not their Sovereign only, _ — 
a „ Church 


in proceſs o 


the Occaſional Conf. 


of thoſe whom the Diſſenters themſelves own'd for their particular Prote- 
ctors, claim'd it of Her Majefty in a Parliamentary way, as abſolutely 
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Church of England alſo; that the Liberty ſo readily and from ſuch good ; 


Principles granted to Diſ*nters, was not miſplaced or given to a People 
who did net know how to uſe it; that they would now make good what 
they had always challenged to be their Character, and what they 


had proſeſſed to be their utmoſt Deſire, (viz.) To live peaceable and quiet 
Jives, &c. 


- o encourage them to do this, it has been the conſtant Study of Her ” 


preſent Majeſty, ever ſince Her Acceſſion to the Throne, to remove all 
the Cauſes of Jealouſy and Uneaſineſs from the Diſſenters, as to their ſaid 
Tolerations, Cc. and even to check the real Deſigus of any who attemp- 


ted to put Reſtraints upon them. And altho? Occaſional Conformity was 


become too much the Practice of the Diſſenters (an unjuſtifiable Thing 
even in — of the moſt Conſcientious among themſelves) and 

time grew up to ſuch a height as to enervate the Laws, be- 
came Scandalous to Religion, and Matter of Jealouſy and Uneaſineſs to 


the Church; yet Her Majefty on ſeveral Occaſions diſcouraged the At- 
tempts made to ſuppreſs it, profeſs'd frequently from the Throne Her 
Reſolution to preſerve the aforeſaid Toleration and Exemption inviola- 


ble, and, as far as in 


er lay, prevented the paſſing a Law, even againft 
ity, till the united Voice of Her People, and even 


neceſſary for the Publick Safety, and as a Thing ſo Eſſential to the Na- 


tional Good, as that there was got a Voice in either Houſe againft it. 


After this, it muſt be very ſurprizing if we ſhould find the Diſſenters 
either fail in the Performance of thoſe Engagements, or of their Duty 


and Gratitude to their Sovereign, who has in ſo ſingular a manner gran- 
ted them Her Favour and Protection: It muft turn upon the Diſſeuters 


extremely to their Diſadvanrage, if it ſhall be found that notwithſtand- 
Ing their aforeſaid frequent Proteftations of their Innocence, and of their 
being free from the aforeſaid Charge of being Factious and Seditious, ei- 
ther by Principle or Iaclination, they now actually appear ſiding and 


joining with an enraged diſaffected Party and Faction, who having evil 


and unwarrantable Deſigns in view, have endeavoured to ennare and 


draw in the Diſſenter, to take part with them in the moft unjuſt and undu- 


tiful Behaviour to their Sovereign, and to oppoſe the moſt juſt and un- 


exceptionable Meaſures of Her Government; on pretence of Civil Grie- 


vances, which have no other Foundation than in the Diſcontents of cer- 
tain Stateſmen, whom Her Majeſty, according to Her undiſputed Right 


and legal Authority, has thought fit to diſmiſs from their Employments : 
And, which would be ftill more wonderful, to ſee them join in the moft 


provoking Inſults, and the moſt undutiful Treatment of Her Majeſty's 
Perſon, as well as of Her Government, and this with ſuch naked and un- 


guarded Conduct, as if they coveted to have it known that the Diſſenters, 


caſting off all Duty and Reſpe& to Her Majeſty, had openly profeſſed a 
Diſaffection to the Perſon and Government of their Prince, who, on the 


other Hand, by all poſſible Clemency and Bene ficence had, as is above- 


noted, endeavoured in the hi 


If theſe Thin gheſt manner to engage and oblige them. 
be 


gs are juſtly laid to the Charge of tne Diſſenters, and ſhould 


: Crimes, 


rov'd upon them, it muſt neceſſarily lay them open to very juſt Re- 
flections. Andalbeit this Letter, which is deſign'd meekly to admoniſh 
and perſuade them, ſhall not accuſe them of the Facts; nevertheleſs it 
muſt in a friendly manner acquaint them that theſe Things are laid to 
their Charge, with ſeveral Aggravations, which are not repeated here, 
becauſe the Deſign is not to burthen them with a Recapitulation of 


of Things. e 
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ſures as may conduce to their own Safety, Honour and Peace. 

Yet we muſt not omit to let them underftand, that there is one Ag- 
gravation of their Conduct inſiſted on by thoſe who now blame them, 
(viz.) That they ſeem to be concern'd leſt we ſhould ſay they are drawn 
in, and unwarily enſnared in their Engagements with the Faction or Par- 
ty beforemention'd; but that, on the contrary, they have made their 
Conjunction with them in an extraordinary manner, particularly in that 
they ſubmitted quietly to be made a Sacrifice in their Religious Concerns 
by that ſame Party, whom we alledge they ſo affectionately eſpouſe, ra- 


ther than loſe the Opportunity which they were made to believe would 


thereby be put into their Hands, to overthrow the Perſons into whole 
Hands Her Majefty had thought fit to entruſt the Adminiſtration of the 
Publick Affairs: And that notwithftanding they have been actually ſo 
Sacrificed by the ſaid Party, yet ſuch has been the eager Deſire of the 


| Diſſnters to promote and to ſupport the ſaid Oppoſition to Her Majeſty, 


that they ftill continue to embrace and embark with the very Perſons who 
ſo Sacrificed them and their Intereſt as Diſſenters; Teſtifying thereby, 
that they were more zealous for carrying on a Faction in the Civil Go- 
vernment, than for enjoying or preſerving their Religious Liberties, 
which, as is ſaid before, they had appeared ſo much concern'd about in 


former Times, 


Theſe Occaſions preſenting, and a Charge of ſuch a Nature lying 
againſt the greateſt part of the Diſſenters, it is offer'd in a friendly man- 
ner to adviſe and expoſtulate with them, with reſpect to their preſent 
Conduct, and their future Intereſt, that they may be prevail'd with to 
conſider, before it be too late, what is the true State of their Caſe; and 


not precipitate themſelves and their Innocent Pofterity into that Ruin, 


which, if they do not immediately alter their Behaviour, muſt be inevi- 
table to Both. | | 

Yet ere we proceed to this Expoſtulation, and in order to clear the 
way from juft Exceptions, it is needful to explain the meaning of the 


Words FACTION and PARTY, as they are made ule of in this Leiter. 


The Diviſion of the People into Whig and Tory has been too long, and the 
Party the Diſſenters have been known to adhere to, is too Publick to have 


any Charge lieagainft them now for being Whigs: Nor ſhall this Letter go 


about to perſuade them to be otherwiſe. Whig and Tory are not the Spe- 
cies of the preſent Parties; but the Diviſion lies between the New Mi- 


niſtry and the Old, and their reſpective Dependencies: And we find, 


that as there are many Tories who are againft the preſent Miniftry in ſe- 
veral Things, as Interefts and Proſpects guide them; ſo, many of thoſe 
who have always diftinguifh'd themſelves as Whigs, and continue to be ſo 
nay, many Diſſenters, and who ftill remain ſo in their Principles, many 
who have always profeſſed themſelves Whigs, as to Government, the Re- 
volution, the Succeſſion, Liberty and Property, and the like Things, the 
Heads of former Diſputes, are entirely in the Intereſt of the preſent Mi- 
niftry, For this reafon, the Oppolers of the preſent Adminiftration are 
not treated as Whigs, or Tories; being compoſed of Both; but are ſtiled 
throughout this Letter a FACTION, and moſt juftly ſo, becauſe they ap- 


parently act contrary to the Duty, Faith and Allegiance of Subjects, in 
Oppoſition to the peaceable, juſt and gentle Government of their Sove- / 


reign Prince. As ſuch then. let an impartial View be taken of the State 


Ic cannot reaſonably be expected that the Heat and Fury of the Par- 


ties now contending can continue long, as it now ſtands, Let any rea- 
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Crimes, but rather to lead them faithfully by the Hand to ſuch Mea- 
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ſonable Perſon caſt his Eye upon publick Affairs, and it will immediately 
occur to him, that no Government can be ſuppos'd long to bear being in- 
fulted and treated as we ſee now practis'd by the ſaid FACTION, in de- 
fiance of legal Authority, in contempt of the Majeſty of the Throne, and 
of the Juſtice of the Executive Power, For any one to tell the Diſſeniers 
that the QUEEN, or the Government do not ſee, or ſeeing do not re- 
ſent ſuch Behaviour, would be to compliment them at the expence of Her 
Majeſty's Underſtand ing, or to flatter them at the expence of their own. 
It cannot then be imagin'd that the Government will always fit ftill and 
fuffer the Indignities, the Reproaches, and the ſcandalous Treatment 
Which it now bears with. The Clemency of the QUEEN. and the For- 
bearance and Moderation of a Miniſtry, are a Bleſſing to a Nation, when 
practis'd in their due Meaſure, but become Criminal to themſelves, and 
Injurious to the publick Safety, when they ſuffer themſelves to be ſo In- 
ſulted, as to bring Authority it ſelf into Contempt. 

The publick Embaraſſments of the War, out of which the Fadlion firft 
hoped the Miniftry could never extricate themſelves, and then reproach- 
ed them for having done it, notwithſtanding the popular Clamour and 
Oppoſition made to hinder it, may have cauſed the ſaid Miniftry to bear 
with all the leſſer Inconveniencies of our Home-diſorders: But is it not 
manifeſt that this Forbearance has ſo far been miſimprov'd at Home, as 
to bring Things to this Crifis, that now the Government muſt think of 
Meaſures to cruſh and ſuppreſs Tumult and Fattion or reſolve quietly 
and cowardly to fink under it, and fall a Sacrifice to a mercileſs, enraged 
Party. i : 5 : 

The Diſenters, notwithſtanding the ſmooth Words made uſe of by their 
new Friends to perſuade them, or the Menaces they uſe againft the 
QUEEN and Her Miniſters, cannot be ſo weak to think that Her Maje. 
fy, and the Miniftry under Her, after having with a ſurprizing Succeſs 
gone thro? the firtt Difficulties of this Matter, and having brought the 
publick Affairs ſo near a happy Settlement, can want Power, or are at a 


Loſs for the proper Meaſures to ſubdue the Remains of a diſcontented | 


Party; a Party, who by the effectual Diſappointment of all their Mea- 
ſures, are dwindled and ſunk into a diſconcerted Rabble, a meer confu- 
ſed, diſunited and diſperſed Mob; whoſe Rage now is vented in reviling 
of Perſons, and in a Fury that merits Correction, but is not capable of 
giving any juſt Apprehenſion to thoſe it is pointed againſt. | 
The Diſſenters cannot be ſo weak to think that they are able to ſup- 
port this Faction, and by joining with them to do any thing but partake 
of their Puniſhment. Are the Diſſenters ſtrong enough to ſupport a Facti- 
on againſt their Sovereign! It would be the greateft Injury in the World 
to the Diſſenters, for any Man to ſuggeſt ſuch a thing of them: Becauſe it 
would of conſequence arm the Government againft the Diſſenters in ge- 
neral, and make it neceſſary to fall upon the Diſſenters as a Body, in order 
thereby, firſt, to ſatisfy the Diſſenters that the Party they are join'd with 
cannot be able to anſwer their ExpeQation, and then to ſatisfy the Party 
that the Intereſt of the Diſſenters is not able to ſupport them. It then the 
Diſſenters cannot promiſe to ſupport this Party, why ſhould they deſire to 
| fall with them? Why ſhould the Difſenters hazard the Privileges, Liberty 
and Safety, which they now enjoy under a mild and juft Adminiftration, 
and run into an Adventure, in which, if they miſcarry, they alone will 
be Loſers. 45 9h = EE SS | 
It is manifeſt the Hazard is not equa! : The Faction are but where they 
were, if their Attempts fail. Their Arguments are of kin to thoſe of the 


Em- 


Lepers of Samaria: As they now are, they are undone, outed of Places, of 


CSI 
Employments, Diſgraced and Diſmiſſed. If they ſucceed in the Attacks 
they make upon the Miniftry, they flatter themſelves, bo vainly too, they 
may come in again: If they miſcarry, they are but undone, and can fall 
no lower; and it is time enough to be quiet, when all Efforts to recover 
are tried, and prove in vain, : | TE. | 
But it is not thus with the Diſſenters: They enjoy much, poſſeſs great 
' Privileges, which may depend much upon the Favour and Clemency of 
the Government they live under, and which they ought not to run the 
Hazard of forfeiting; nay, it would be Madneſs in them to run the Ha- 
zard of forfeiting them. It is evident, that the Diſſenters can expect no 
greater Privileges or Advantages than they now enjoy, what Party ſoe- 
ver reigns. What have the Diſſeuters to do with Parties in the Govern- 
ment? It is as clear as the Light, which Party ſoever ſucceeds, they can 
never he better in their Religious Concerns than they are, Their Caſe 
is the Reverſe of the other: The Diſſenters are well, and had been bet- 
ter but for the 0ccafional Bill, which this very Party brought upon them: 
If they are quiet and fit ftill, they are ſafe, and are fure to keep what 
they have; if they join with thoſe People, they have only this Circum- 
{tance before them, (viz.) That if they ſucceed, they cannot be better; 
and if they fail, they may be undone. h 
It is then a moſt myſterious Folly in the Diſſenters to puſh themſelves 
into this Broil. The Fadion know the Force of this Argument; and to ; 
evade it, would fain draw the Diſſeniers in to ſuppoſe their Civil Rights 
are in Danger, and to bring them, by a certain Thing which they miſta- 
kingly call a publick Spirit, to hazard their Religious Liberty for the ſecu- 
ö ring their Civil Liberty. This is a Hereſy in Politicks not heard of be- 
5 fore, and is the Reverſe of all Chriſtian Duty. It has been often prattie 
| ſed by Chriftians, and is deſeryedly applauded by good Men, that all Ci- 
vil Liberties, Properties and Privileges ſhould be hazarded, nay loft and 
relinquiſh'd, to preſerve Religious Liberties ; but the other Part was ne» 
; ver, asI read of, allow'd by any Chriftians in the World, till the modern 
Y Chriſtianity of the preſent Parties among us have recommended it. 
ö The next Evaſion made uſe of, to draw in the Diſſenters to take part 
in the preſent Quarrel of a Faction as above, is, That our Conſtitution be- 
ing in Danger, they ſhould diftinguiſh themſelves, and ſtand in a double 
n of Intereſt, (viz.) as Britons on one Hand, and as Diſſenters on 
ene other... e e 2M A + 
This is ſuch an Evaſion as is uſual with the Authors of Tumult and Se- 
dition, and is ſomething of kin to that former Diſtinction of Fighting 
againſt the Perſon of the King, but not againft the Authority of the King = 
and as to the Biſſemers, is ſomething like that Diſtinction which the Dutch 
are ſaid to have made in Japan, between Chriſtiaus and Hollanders. 
Before the Diſſenters can diftinguiſh themſelves. thus, they muſt aſſign 
ſome Reaſon, as Britons, why they ſhould oppoſe their Sovereign; not as 
Diſſenters: They muſt charge Her Adminiftration with ſome illegal ar- 
bitrary Thing, and then tell us why they appear as a Body of Diffenters 
in a Caſe which, if it were true, they ought to appear as Britons meerly, 
and in Conjunctien with the Church only, and in Defence ot the Conſti- 
tution; not as Diſſenters, with a Party againft a Government under whom 
the Conftitution remains entire and unbroken, and againſt whom they 
Cannot alledge the leaſt Breach of the Laws of Gavernment. 13-0 
We have not yet ſeen wherein they ſo much as pretend to charge the 
Government or the Miniftry with the: Breach of the Conſtitution, with 
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diſpenſing Power, arbitrary Government, or ſuſpending the Execution 
of the Law, except only in delaying to puniſh the mott-infolcat Treate 
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ment that ever any Government ſuffered in this Nation, till the Guilty 
preſume upon that criminal Clemency, and haughtily ſuggeft it to be 


the Effect of Fear. 0 | 


We have not yet ſeen them Impeach their Prince of Tyranny or arbi— 
trary Government, or of any Breach of Her Royal Duty; and we may 
adventure to ſay they cannot, except the Sin of too much Mercy, which 
they may find a time to repent the Abuſe of, and to know that. tho' it 
has gone far, yet it will have an End, and may be proveked beyond the 
Power of longer Forbearing. | | | 

We have not ſeen them charge the Miniſtry with Tranſgreſſing the 
Bounds of their Duty, or of the Laws, except in Generals, which is un- 
juſt and unfair. Why do they not tell the People what the Crimes are 
which the Adminiſtration is charged with, and what the Puniſhments 
Which the Laws have made their due? What can they impeach the Mi- 
niftry of? Where is the Treaſure waſted, the Taxes miſapply'd, the 
Funds interrupted, the Families enriched out of the publick Spoils ? Is it 
poſhble that all this Violence can be ſhewn againſt the Miniftry, and no 


_ Impeachment drawn up! No Rapine, no Treaſon, no Miſuſe of Power 
laid to their Charge! All the Crime we yet hear of, is, That they are 


Minifters of State, and that others, who defire to be in their Places, are 
not ſo; To re-obtain which, they would raiſe all the Confuſions in their 
Country that were poſſible, and divide us into Factions and Parties, as if 
the Safety of the Nation depended: not upon the Adminiftration it ſelf, 
but the Perſons who are employ'd in it. And what have the Diſſenters to 
doin this? Of what eſſential Moment is it to them whom the Queen em- 
Ploys in the Adminiſtration, ſo the Perſons employ'd guide the State by 
legal Methods according to the Conſtitution? Is this of Concern enough 


to the Diſfenters, that they ſhould embroil themſelves with the Govern- 


ment about it, and hazard all ' their Religious Advantages, which now 
they enjoy, in the private Quarrel' of a Faction? Unaccountable Folly ! 
What will they ſay to their Children after them, if it ſhould appear that 
on ſuch Accounts as theſe, and with ſuch Views, and to carry on ſuch 
Deſigns, they loſe. the Religious Liberty they enjoy'd, and oblig'd the 
Government to abridge and: cut them-ſhort for the mere neceſſary Pre- 
tervation of the publick Peake 2:7. 7 1 oa fo. 
How will this for ever open the Mouths of the Diſſenters Enemies 
againſt them, and cauſe them to ſay, That all that kad been formerly 
ſaid of them was true, viz. of their being a turbulent unpeaceable Peo- 
ple, Enemies to Government, reſtleſs under Reſtraint, that ſought not 
ſo much the Liberty of their Religion as a Liberty from all Government; 
That, if they were tolerated in the Exerciſe of their Worſhip, would ſtill 
remain Diffatisfied, Factious and Uneaſy ; be ever difturbing the Repoſe 
of the State, and on all Occaſions join with thoſe that ſhould diſturb it. 
What can the Diſſenters have to ſay, to vindicate themſelves from that 
Calumny, unleſs they conſider it in time, and alter their preſent Conduct? 
Formerly, as is ſaid, they alledg'd that all was. falſe which was ſaid 
Againſt them of this kind; that they deſir'd only Liberty of Religion, 
were harmleſs, inoffenſive People, faithful to the Government, and 
chearfully Obedient to the Laws, ſeeking only the Eaſe of their Conſci- 
ences in Matters purely Religious; that in the Affair of the Revoluti- 
on, they only join'd with the Church in reſiſting arbitrary Government, 


and endeavouring to maintain the Laws and Conſtitution, the natural 


Rights of Eng liſpmen, and the like; and there being no immediate Charge 
againſt them to the contrary, many People gave Credit to them in this 


* 
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tire and unbroken, no Encroachments made on Liberty, no Violence on 
Property, no Oppreſſion, no Injuſtice offer'd them, their Religious Li- 
berties granted them to their full Satisfaction, nay their Schools and Se- 
minaries allow'd them, tho* by Law they may and ought to be ſuppreſsd; 
for them to bandy againſt the Government now! for them to abett a 
reſtleſs Faction, and fall in with a Sett of Malecontents to embroil and 
enflame the People now! for them to inſult the Queen and the Miniftry 
now ! What can be ſaid for this, but that it is the mere Eſſence and Spi- 
rit of Sedition ? And what can be the Conſequence, but that it will oblige 
the Government to teach them their own Intereſt;by Methods more mor- 
tifying than they otherwiſe intended to do, and to take from them the 
Power of doing the Miſchief they ſeem to have Will to bring to paſs? 
That the Government have Power to do this, and that too many 
Ways are left to humble the Diſſenters, it would be loft time to contend 
about; they cannot be ſo ignorant as not to know it. 3 
But before I come to mention that Part, it will be needful to examine 
a little the farther Views and Proſpects, upon which the Party we ſpeak 
of have drawn. the Diſſenters to act with them in theſe Tumults and Diſ- 
orders, and what it is that the Diſſenters can rationally propoſe to them- 
ſelves in the greateft Succeſs of the FaQion they are ſiding with. For it 
cannot be imagin'd of the Diſſenters, but that, like all reaſonable Crea- 
tures, they propoſe ſome End to themſelves in every Action before they 
engage in it, much more in Actions of ſuch Conſequence as taking Sides 
in the Brouillerie of the State: They muſt then have ſome rational Views 
to juſtify their Actions to themſelves, or at leaſt ſome Pretences of ratio⸗ 
2 Views. Let us enquire, as far as we have Light into them, What 
they are, ö 5 | 5 
The main Pretence with which the Party have for a long time alarmd 
the Diſſenters, is, the Danger of the Pięiender, and the Intereſt they have 


in the Proteftant Succeſſor. How this can have obtain'd ſo far upon Men 


of a peaceable Diſpoſition, as Charity bids us ſuppole the Diſſenters to be, 
is myfteriouſly ftrange; the utmoſt Reaſon that has yet been given for 
that Jealouſy, having been founded on mere Suggeftion, malicious Ca- 
vils, and the bold Allegations of partial and prejudiced Men, without any 
real Ground or ſufficient Evidence of Fact againft any one Perſon in the 


Adminiſtration. Not one Step has been taken, either by the 5, wendy or 


Her Minifters of State, towards weakning the Proteftant Succeſſion, or 
encouraging the Pretender, unleſs regewing Laws to enforce the Abjuring 
the Pretender by Name, obliging the French King to Retiounce him, and 


to engage on the Faith and Honour ofa King, for himſelf and his Poſte- 


rity, never to aid, aſſiſt, or encourage him to attempt us, and in the 
mean time to expel him from this Court, and from his Dominions, an 
to acknowledge the Title of the Houſe of Hanover; I ſay, unleſs theſe 
are to be efteen'd as Grounds of Suſpicion and Encouragements of the 
Pretender. „„ l 1 
It might be enquir'd here, Why is the Proteſtant Succeſſion endea vour'd 


to be made the immediate Strife? The QUEEN (God be praiſed) not- 


withſtanding a thouſand ſcandalous Reports, is in a good ftate of Health, 
and gives no room to make any thing of the Succeſſion our immediate 
Concern, except its future Certainty and as to the future Security and 
Certainty of the Hanover Succeſhon, what more can be done? The Laws 
have Eftabliſh'd it, the QUEEN has declar'd for it, the Miniftry have 
not done the leaft thing in prejudice of it; the mentiouing it then can be 
with no View but to keep the People alarm'd and uneaſy; ſeeing nothin. 
can be deſir'd, even by the Honſe of 13 themiclyes, to make 355 | 
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Succeſſion ſafe, more- than is already done in a Legal and Parliamenta- | 


ry way. 


But thefe People injure the Houſe of Hanover, and the Succeſſion it 
ſelf, in their Conduct, by Threats of what ſhall be done to Perſons and 
Parties, when the Hanover Succeſſion takes place: It were to be wiſh'd | 
thoſe who are true Friends to the Hanover Succeſſion, would be more wa- 
Ty in what they ſay and do of this kind, left they ignorantly aſſiſt a Faco- ; 


Bite Intereſt by thoſe very Steps which they think contribute to the eſta- 
liſhing the Line of Hanover. Were the Princes of the Houſe of Hanover 
to ſce how they are, on the moſt frivolous Occaſions, thrown in the 
Faces of the moſt Loyal Subjects the QUEEN has; how the aforeſaid 
ation Bullies the People with the Hanover Succeſſion, and threatens the 
iniſtry and all their Friends with the Reſentment of the Succeſſor: 


They would ſhew their Diſpleaſure at it, and tell them plainly that this 
is weakning, not ſtrengthening their Intereſt, by making them Terrible 


to the Nation they are to Govern; filling the Minds of the People with 
the Apprehenſions of what Treatment they ſhall meet with from the 
Houſe of Hanover, which tends to arm their Minds with Fear of, and 
Conſequently an Averſion to the Perſon of the Succeſſor, and, by the 
ſame Rule, to the wo it ſelf. Do theſe People think that the Houſe 
of Hanover ſo ill underftand the Policy of Government, as to come over 
Hither prepar'd to revenge the Quarrel of a Faction? To eſpouſe Parties, 
and to enter ints the Reſentments of a few enraged Men againft the reft 
of the Nation, who are to be equally their Subjects, and who will have 
an equal Claim to their Favour and Protection? 
What inconceivable Injury do theſe People do to the Proteſtant Succe ſ- 
for! To endeavour to make him a Terror to any of thoſe who are to be 
his Subjects! To threaten us beforehand with the Reſentment of that 
Power, which it is expected we ſhould all concur to bring in, and give 
up the Government to! It alſo merits ſome Enquiry to know Who they 
are, which this Reſentment is threatned againft. 

Are they not thoſe whom the QUEEN Adminifters Her Government 


by? Whom Her Majefty declares worthy of Her Favour, and fit to place 


the Royal Authority with? Would theſe Men perſuade us then, that the 
Proteſtant Succeſſor ſhall ſo requite the QUEEN for all that Concern 
ſhew'd by Her Majeſty to eftabliſh the Crown in their Family, by the 
| FA wang? of Union, and many other ways, as to fall immediately upon the 
very Perſons who affifted Her Majefty in preſerving the Succeſſion of the 
Crown to them entire? Is not this an irreparable Injury to the Proteſtant 
Succeſſor ? An Injuftice he cannot but be ſenſible of and reſent? Is it not 
the only way to weaken, and finally to ruin the Succeſſion it ſelf; and, as 
Pe, to make the Proteſtant Succeſſor the Terror, not the Deſire of Great 
ritain ? - 

In the next place, the Diſſenters would do well to conſider what they in 
particular have to expect from the Proteſtant Succeſſor. Can they expect 
more than they have? Will the Proteſtant Succeſſcr favour them more, 
and do more for them than the QUEEN has done ? Of what ſort can 
That Fayour be? Can they hope he will take off the occaſional Bil lately 
brought on by their own Treacherous Friends? Or will he attempt to 
remove the TEST, and promiſcuouſly admit them into Places, Ge? If 
this were really their Expectation, yet it would favour of more Honefty 
than Diſcretion to ſay ſo: For it would be an irreparable a ns the 
Proteſtant Succeſſor to make that Expettation be receiv'd by the People; it 
would be fuch a Handle to the Pretender to take hold of, as nothing could 


ceſſion 
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he equal to it, and would alarm the Church of EMland againſt the Suc- 
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eeſſion of Hanover, as being dangerous to their Safety and fo the very Con- 


fticution of the Church. And thus you would injure the Succeſſion which 


you appear ſo zealouſly to eſpouſe. | 
What then can it be which ſkould embark the Diſſenters in the preſent 


Quarrel of Parties? In which, if they knew or could diſcern their ewn 
Intereft, they would at leaft be Neuters; knowing that they muſt be 
Loſers by taking part in the Strife, which Side ſoever prevails ; and that 
they are never courted, but with a Deſign to be uſed like David's Hei. 
fers, firſt to draw the Cart, and then to be burnt with the Wood of it. 
If then they had a Senſe not of their Obligation to their Sovereign only, 
but of their own Civil and Religious Interefts, they would from the Be- 
ginning have appear'd againft theſe Things, by which they would have 
prevented the Danger of having the Government oppreſſed by a Fadtion, 
and the Neceſſity of the Miniſtry taking Meaſures, and uſing Hands 
which they had no Deſire or Delign to have taken or uſed; from which 
Meaſures they never yet could ſee a ſafe Door of Retreat, nor ever can, 
till the Edge of Faction and Sedition is more effectually taken off, and the 
Rage of Parties abated. | 
Let the Diſſenters then ask themſelves what particular Views are pro- 
poſed to them at this time, for which they, as Diſſenters, ought to med- 
dle or embark themſelves with any Party? What have the Diſſenters to 
do, as Diſſenters, in the Broils about who is or is not employ'd in the 
State? Is it not Intere ſt of Perſons, and Intereft of Parties in the publick 
Management that is the Quarrel? What is the Queftion to them? And 
moreover ſeeing which Side ſoever prevails, the Piſſenters are ſure to have 
no ſhare in the Management; Why ſhould they have a ſharc in theHazaid? 
In embarking with theſe Men, the Diſſenters can have no hope but in 
the Succeſs of thoſe they embark with: If that Succeſs comes, they are 
under foot ftill, nay, the Faction dare not ſay they will relieve the PDiſſen- 
ters, if they ſhould obtain the Vidory; they dare not promiſe the Diſſen- 
ters the leaſt Favour, or to redreſs the leaſt of their Grievances. To ſay 
that they but intend it, would be to tell the Church Party that they will 
leſſen the Security made by the Law for its Preſervation ; and let in the 
Diſſenters to ſuch a ſhare of Power as would be dangerous to the Church: 
Nay, on the contrary, does not a Noble Lord in a late Pamphlet, ſaid to 
be of his Writing, publickly recommend the preſent Diſcontented Par- 
ty as the Church's true and only Friends, becauſe they bave at THIS TIME 
ſet their Foot upon the D.fſenters, and for ever made them ſafe from giving tbe 
Church any Vneaſineſs? Can they then who recommend themſelves by your 
Oppreſhon, give you hope of Recovery by their Succeſs? As they have 
now occaſionally uſed you, _—_ are Traitors ro the Confidence you have 
placed in them; and if they ſhould reftore you, they muſt be as Trea- 
cherous to the Church, whom they court, and to whom they at this time 
plead the Merit of your Deſtruction. | | 
So that neither the Hanover Succeſſion, nor the Succeſs or Reſtoration 
of the Party you eſpouſe, can ever retrieve your Caſe. On the other 
Hand, if the Faction miſcarries, as the Nation hopes, and honeſt Men 
pray, you have nothing to hope for, as Diſſenters, but what muſt be foun- 
ded in the Mercy and Clemency of Her Majeſty, after the greateſt Pre- 
varications you are able to be guilty of; who tho' not inclin'd to Severi- 
ty, may ſee Cauſe in your Conduct to prevent your offering the like 
again, and may teach you your Duty at the expence of that Liberty, 
which you will then moſt juftly forfeit to the Government. 
The Sum therefore of this part of the Advice to the Diſſenters, is, That 
they would be fo Wile, and fo behave themſelyes, as not to make 8 
wo | ceſſary 
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ceſſary to the Government to reſent their Conduct, and to oblige the 
Executive Power, when they correct a Seditious Party, as they muft 


and make them taſte what they might juſtly expect a greater ſhare of. 
Why alſo ſhould the Diſſenters, who are a great tho' not a powerful Bo- 
dy in the Nation, ſuffer themſelves to be made Tools of a Party? Are 
they not ſure to be laid by, and caft away by that very Party that uſe 
them, aſſoon as the Dirty Work they are employ 'd in, is over; and ſure 
to be worn out and ruin'd, if that dirty Work ſhould not ſucceed ? When 
will the Diſſenters learn to be Wiſe to their own Peace, and not meddle 


ike one that takes a Wolf by the Ears ? 


It ſhould ſeem that in theſe Things, the Intereſt of the Diſſenters re- 
ceives ſome Prejudice from the Influence their Paſſion for a Party has 


as theſe ; | 
Why ſhould the Diſſenters diſtinguiſh themſelves by their Animoſity to 


Men, who have given ſo many Teſtimonies that the want of Power to 
aggrandize themſelves is their only Diſſatisfaction? | 


7 


why ſignalize their Oppoſition to their Prince in the Legal Ule of Her 
unqueftion'd Prerogative? 3 
Why ſhould the Diffenters oblige the Government to take the firſt Oc- 
caſſon to lay their Hands upon them, and to ſingle them out as a People 
whom it is neceſſary to humble for the publick Safety? | 


Are the Difſenters under no particular Obligations to the QUEEN as 
they are Diſſenters ? By | 


ded for, and for which they are particularly indebted to the Favour of 
the QUEEN? - Fe | 5 

Is it no way in the QUEEN's Power to incommode them or ſtraiten 
them, or to make them uneaſy as Diſſenters? Dp 

Can the Government abridge them of nothing? Is the QUEEN's 
ProteQion of them from Encroachments and Inſults of ſeveral kinds, of 
no Value to them ? P EI =. 

Are they ſo ſure of puſhing the preſent Heats to the Overthrow of 
the preſent Miniſtry, that they cannot fail? And are they ſure they ſhall 
loſe nothing by the Miſcarriage * | 


many Things, what Praiſe do they ſeek in the Title of Ungrateful, that 
they ſhould come ſo much into the Mode? And, which is more than al), 

Are they ſure, there will never be a Parliament that will reſent an un- 
dutiful and ungrateful Behaviour to their Sovereign ? | 
Nay, Is noteven the Toleration it ſelf in the Hands of the Parliament, 
and as much at the Mercy of the Zigh-Church, who are puſh'd at in all 
theſe Intrigues, as even themſelves can deſire? | 


ters; and queſtionleſs would they conſider them ſedately, they would ſee 
ſome Weight in them, and ſee ſome Ground to alter their preſent Con- 


dangerous Step to them than at preſent they are aware of, 


From their Conduct as to their Sovereign, and the Adminiftration of 


publick Aﬀairs, come we to ſpeak of their Proceeding as to particular 
Perſons, One would think Prudence ſhould moye the Piſſenters to take 


quickly do, to lend the Diffenters a Laſh to let them know their Duty, 


with Contention, which does not belong to them, which Solomon ſays, i. 


upon their Judgment; otherwiſe they would conſider ſome ſuch Things 
the preſent Adminiftiation ? Why enter into the Reſentments of a few _ 


Why ſhould the Difſenters covet to be ill with their Sovereign; and 


Do the Diſfenters enjoy no Advantages more than the Law has provi- 


If they are oblig'd to the Favour and Protection of the QUEEN for 


Theſe Things may be worth the preſent Conſideration of the Difſen- 


duct, and to think their Engagements with their new Friends a more 


Care, 


a 


Care, in falling in with the Party aforeſaid, as to particular Perſons. What 
Intereſt, or what Advantage can it be to the Diſſenters, to make themſelves 
new Enemies? And eſpecially what can it avail them to force Men to be 
their Enemies who would not be ſo? Nay, who have always ſhewn them- 
ſelves friendly to their Intereſt, however oblig'd by their Conduct not to 
be ſo to their Perſohs? Is it Prudence in the Diſſenters, as ſuch, to place 
their only Safety and Eaſe in the Overthrow of this or that Perſon or Par- 
ty? Does it not, by Conſequence, oblige thoſe Perſons or Parties to face 
upon them, and to ſee that on the contrary their Safety confiſts in the Ruin 
and Overthrow of the Diſſenters ? And what Neceſſity are the Diſſenters 
in, of coming into ſuch a Circumftance, eſpecially where the Victory is ſo 
doubtful, and the Miſchief in caſe of a Miſcarriage fo certain ? | 
It is worthy the Diſſenters Obſervation, That however they may have 
been oppreſſed for private Ends not ſo much concerning themſelves, and 
often perhaps with no immediate Deſign to deſtroy them; yet they have 
never been courted by any Party, but with a clear and epen Deſign to ruin 
and ſuppreſs them, And not to go too far back in Hiſtory to prove this, the 
Diſſenters having had the Fate not to be much courted at any time, the 
firſt Inſtance we meet with of this, is recent in Memory; viz. in the Time 
of the late King James II. His Careſſing the Diſſenters had in it theſe Two 
remarkable Circumſtances ; firſt, that it was known ke did not begin it, till 
he had firſt tried all poſſible Methods with the Church, and twice offered 
to make a Sacrifice of all the Diſſenters in the Kingdom to them, if they 
would have come into his Mea ſures; when failing in his Dehgn on that 
fide, and finding them ſteady to the Conſtitution, he faced about to the Diſ- 
ſenters, and offered them a like Sacrifice of the Church; heping by grati- 
fying their Revenge to gain their Help in his Deſign of maſtering the Laws, 
breaking in upon the Conſtitution, ruining the Church and thereby the 
Proteſtant Religion, and at laſt (mighty Favour ! ) the Diſſenters them- 
ſelves, Then it was that the Diſſenters were awaken'd by an excellent Tra& 
under the ſame Title of this, viz. A Letter to à Diſſenter, written by a 
Noble Author who was an eminent Tory, tho' a Friend to the Conſtitution 
and to the Proteſtant Intereſt, (for ſuch are conſiſtent) viz, the late Mar- 
quis of Halifax _ | 
How far the Diſſenters were drawn into that Snare, I would have choſen 
to ſee buried in the Merit of their After-Conduc in the Revolution, were 
it not that I ſee: them now drawn into the like Evil with ſo much more 
Art, but with a View equally fatal to themſelves; a Plot Againſt the very 
Eſſence of their Liberty as Diſſenters, and the more likely to ſucceed, be- 
cauſe they are brought to that Condition as to ſee and know, that they are 
deſign'd to be an Oblation or Peace- offering for their Party to the Tories or 
High-Church, whenever a Treaty of Reconciliation ſhall commence z and 
yet that they are contented to be ſo, and to eſpouſe the Faction at that 
Price, | 3 17 2 
To what a ſtrange Infatuation are the Diſſenters brought! Who, altho? 
under the mild and merciful Adminiſtration of the preſent Queen they en- 
joy more Liberty than the Laws direct, and are protected from many In- 
ſults which they would be expoſed to, if Her Majeſty thought fit to let 
them know their trus Circumſtances ; yet are willing to appear with a 
Party who have made the Oppreſſion of the Diſſenters the expreſs Condi- 
tion of their being reſtored ! Was ever any Infatuation like this! What can 
be ſaid in Abatement for ſuch Conduct, but muſt reflect upon the very 
Underſtandings of the People we ſpeak of, except we ſhould, to compli- 
ment the Senſes of the Diſſenters, give up their Morals, and declare — 
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bent upon Rebellion and the Ruin of their Country 3 Things, which it is 
very difficult to bring our Charity to ſuſpe& them of. | 

It ſeems the Party who have carried the Deluſions of the Diſſenters to 
ſuch a Length, have done it by poſſsſſing them with a degree of Contempt, 
firſt of the Queen's Perſon, and then of Her Power, It is not hard to 
impoſe upon the Judgment of a People in ſmall Matters, when they have 
done it in greater: When a Breach is made upon our Duty and Affection 
to our Prince, it follows that we contemn what we hate, and that we 


are eaſy to be brought off from our Fear of that Power, which we are 


prevail'd upon not to love. | | | | 
It is very ſtrange that the Diſſenters ſhould be prevail'd upon in either 


of theſe, and perhaps the Fact may be denied in their Behalf. It were 


ſincerely to be wiſhed that it were not true: And fo tenderly ſhall the 
Diſſenters be handled in that Caſe in this Letter, that I ſhall chooſe rather 
to ſay, it has been attempted, and they have been preſſed and perſuaded 


to contemn the Reſentments of the Government, than that they have been 


prevail'd upon actually to do ſo. 

But it may be as oper to uſe ſome Arguments with them to ſhew the 
Weakneſs of this Deluſion, be the Matter of Fact one way or other, (viz.) 
whether they have been prevail'd upon, or have only been perſuaded and 
attempted : In the one Cate it is needful to prevent tbeir Miſtakes; in 
the other to open their Eyes, and aſſiſt them to retrieve it before it be 
too late to look back. | . | EC | 

Let them refle& then, In what can their Contempt of the preſent Power 
ſerve their Intereſt ? And upon what can it depend ? | 

The Life of Her preſent Majeſty is the chief Thing that I have obſer- 
ved the Party made uſe of, to habituate this Contempt among the People. 
I have that Charity for the Diſſensers, as to believe, however they may 
have heard this Argument made uſe of, though ſome of them may have 
been weak enough to reſtrain their open Diſlike. of it; yet their ſecret 
Thoughts have reſented it with a juſt Horror. It is not in the Conſtitu- 
tion of a Diſſenter, as ſuch, to entertain Thoughts ſo unchriſtian, ſo un- 
natural; and whatever the Deluſion may have been, no Proteſtant Piſſen- 
ter can calmly and ſedately ſay, that he wiſhes the Death of Her preſent 
Majeſty, but his Conſcience muſt admit ſome Horror, and reproach him 
in a manner that cannot be quietly borne, Kay 
For this Reaſon, albeit ſome have been drawn in to drink that Unchri- 
ſtian, Bloody, and Treaſonable Health, which now with an unheard-of 
Impudence is made the Teſt of the preſent Faction, (viz.) To ſend the 
Houſe of Hanover ſpeedily to the Throne ; nevertheleſs, I do not charge it. 
upon the Diſſenters as a Body, but I heartily wiſh every Diſſenter would, 
for their own ſakes, and for the Credit of Religion which they profeſs, or 
elſe cannot be rightly called Diſſenters; I ſay, that they would make it a 
particular Mark of a Diſſenter, to declare their Abhorrence of a Thing 
every way ſo Criminal, ſeeing it is no leſs than Curſing the n, and 
drinking Her Confuſion as a (: n, (viz.) That She would either ſpee- 
dily Dye, or ſpeedily be Depoſed. Ba . é 
As the Caſe now ſtands, He cannot wiſh well to this Iſland, who does 
not wiſh the Proteſtant Succeſhon, as now eſtabliſned by Parliament, may 
in God's due time take place, that the neæt Heir of the Houſe of Hanover 
being Proteſtant may quietly and peaceably ſucceed: But he is a Traitor 
to his Country, a Murderer of the Q——n, an Enemy to the publick 
Peace, and an ungrateſul Subject to an obliging merciful Prince, that can 
wiſh even that Succeſſion ſhould take place, till the Courſe of God's Provi- 
dene has removed Her Majeſty by the Hand of Nature, 
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But not to mention that Time which every true Subject thinks of with 
Regret, and defires to place as remote as poſſible, What is the Argument 
for which this horrid Spirit poſſeſſes us? Is it more or leſs than this, 
That they wiſh the Q---n were dead, only that the Miniſtry might be 
changed? Is not this Sedition in the Abſtract? Is not wiſhing the Q—n 
dead, murdering the n? Is not wiſhing Her Majeſty Depoſed, 
an intentional Rebellion, and a Depoling the O. n? Suppoſe this Hel- 
liſh Thought gratified! Heaven guard Her Majeſty from the very Sug- 
geſtion! It is a kind of Treaſon but to ſuppoſe it! But what would this 
avail the Party? Are they aſſured this weuld anſwer that Part of the 
Deſign, and bring us to a Change of Hands in the Adminiſtration ? Theſe 
Men are not aware of the Conſequence of that Suggeſtion, Can you ſerve 
the Intereſt of the Pretender more, than by promoting a general Opinion, 
that when the Houſe of Hanover comes in, the Succeſſor will immediate- 
ly reſtere the Whigs, and turn out the preſent Miniſtry? For my part, L 
dare not entertain the Thought, for the Horror of its Conſequences z for 
either way, for ought I ſee, we are to be ruin'd. | | 

If we ſhould ſay, the Succeſſor will employ the prefent Miniſtry, we 
arm all the aforeſaid Faction againſt the Proteſtant Succeſſion ; For, if 
n were dead, rather than the Old Mini- 
ſtry ſhould not come in (the Truth of which they have Folly enough not 
to deny) with much more Charity may we ſuppoſe, they had rather the 
Hanover Houſe ſhould not ſucceed than that the Old Miniſtry ſhould not 
come in; and conſequently they would even join the Petender to bring in 
the Old Miniſtry, if there were no other way. Nor are they for the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion it ſelf, but on a Preſumption, that when they come 
to; ſucceed, they ſhall immediately change Hands, and take them into the 
Adminiſtration, | 

On the other Hand, if we ſay the Succeſſor ſhall depoſe the preſent Ad- 
miniſtration, and overthrow the Hag Church Intereſt, then we make ne- 
ceſſary the High-Church's being Enemies to the Proteſtant Succeſſion of 
Hanover, and juſtify them in being ſo from your own Practice. It is not 
ſo long ſince the preſent Diſcontented People for the ſame Reaſon, (viz.) 
Their being out of Place, were equally Diſcontented at the late Miniſtry, 
and made no ſcurple to Confederate with the Pretender's Party here, 
againſt the very Perſon of the late Lord Treaſurer G , and the 


Duke of Marlborougb : The Truth of which needs not to be quoted from 


printed Relations, ſeeing there are living Witnefles ſufficient to put it paſt 
the Poſſibility of being Contradicted. And nothing brought them off 
from that Confederacy, but the taking them into the Adminiſtration, af- 
ter which all the Complaints of that Adminiſtration ceaſed, they became 
Advocates of the very Miſmanagement they had accuſed the Miniſtry of, 
and never concerned themſelves to rectify one of thoſe Things, which 
they had called Abuſes before, 3 ; 

Thus it is a Dilemma they cannot remove, and can give no rational An- 
ſwer to, whether the Succeſſor ſhall change the Miniſtry, when he comes 
to the Crown, or no? If he ſhould not, as there is very good Ground to 
believe from the Prudence, Wiſdom and Judgment of the Perſon we ex- 
pect to Succeed, what ftrange Exceſſes and ungrounded Follies do theſe 
Men run into, who carry their Heats to ſuch a height, with a View which 


they have no ſufficient Ground to expect ſhall be anſwered; although the 


Treaſonable Horrid Suggeſtion of the Demiſe of the preſent QUEEN were 
now to happen. | 3 | 


— 


But 
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But not to enter into the Follies of the Malecontents, which is not the r: 
Deſign of this Letter, any farther than it appears the Diſſenters are en- | N 
gaged in them: Tt is the With of every moderate Chriſtian, who aims at 0 
the publick Quiet, that the Diſſenters would take ſome Leiſure ſeriouſly t 
to examine their own Circumſtances, upon what Foundation their Liberty | 4 
ſtands, whom they forfeit fer, as well as for themſelves, if they provoke 0 
thoſe too far who cannot want Power to do themſelves Juſtice upon them: I 
And above all, for what it zs that they lay their Religious Intereſt at Stake. 0 
Prudence requires all Wiſe Men to weigh their Actions in the Ballance of 


Reaſon, and te judge, whether there is any due Proportion between the 
Hazard run and the End propoled. It ſeems to be one of the moſt ſenſi- | 
ble Parts of the Miſeries of a future State, that the Spirits of the Wretch- | 
ed ſhall be capable to reflect upon, and reproach themſelves with the ſor- 
did Trifles, for which they forfeited Eternal Happineſs, How mean a 
Thing will the eſpouſing a Party-Broil appear in the Eyes of your Chil- 
dren, when they ſhall compare it with the Loſs of an Eſtabliſhed Liberty 
of Conſcience, and ſhall refle& that their Fathers forfeited to the publick 
Juſtice the Religious Liberties they enjoy'd, by their eſpouſing Fact ion, 
and joining iu with a Party againſt the juſt Adminiſtration of their bene- 
ficent Severeign; having at the ſame time not the leaſt Challenge againſt 
the ſaid Adminiſtration, not one Law broken, not one Priviledge invaded, 
not one Act of arbitrary Power exerted, no Oppreſſion, no Injuſtice, no 
Tyranny to complain of ? | 
In the next place, the Diſſenters are exhorted to conſider on what 
Terms they ſtand with the preſent Government, It 1s true, that Her 
Majeſty has on all Occaſions graciouſly been pleaſed to promiſe them Her 
Royal Protection, and to preſerve the Toleration inviolably : But do they 
ſuppoſe theſe Promiſes do not imply the Condition of their Dutiful and 
Peaceable Conduct and Behaviour? Or do they ſuggeſt that Her Majeſty 
is thereby bound in Honour to perform Her Promiſes in the Letter of 
them; that they at the ſame time are left at Liberty to offer the greateſt 
Affronts to Her Perſon and Adminiſtration,, upon the Preſumption that 
their Misbehaviour can no way affect Her Majeſty's Engagements, which 
are not at all reciprocal in their Obligations? | 
This has indeed been the very Practice of the Party now embroiling 
this Nation; who, in the Caſe of the War, uſe the QUEEN juſt after 
this manner, tho it muſt be acknowledged it is very Diſingenuous. Her 
Majeſty, upon the Change of the late Miniſtry, not ſuppoling that Change- 
ing Hands only muſt immediately- oblige Her to Change all Her Mea- 
ſures, went on in the very ſame Steps of Government as before, and for 
the carrying on the War in Conjunction with Her Allies; and frequent Aſ- 
ſurances were given from the Throne, that it was both Her Majeſty's Opi- 
nion and Reſolution to puſh France on by a vigorous War, to give a ſafe 
and honeurable Peace to Europe, to reſtore the Spaniſh Monarchy, and ſa- 
tisfy all the Allies. , 
Immediately the Party thinking they had the Q- faſt by the Let- 
ter of theſe Promiſes, fall to Work to raiſe Factions and Diſcontents at 
Home, to ruin Credit, to diſable the Miniſtry, and to make it impoſſible 
for the QUEEN to ſupport that War, She had promiſed to carry on: As 
if that Promiſe was not made on a Suppolition of the Dutiful Aſſiſtance 
and Concurrence of Her People; and as if Her Majeſty was ſo tied up, 
that when She ſhould find a Deſign on Foot to make that very War the 
Ruin of Her Meaſures, ſhould find Her Miniſtry oppreſſed by a Faction, 
in hopes of plunging Her Affairs into inextricable Difficulties ; a __ 
| raiſe 


. 
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the raiſed as well abroad as at home againſt Her Adminiſtration 3 and thoſe 
en- Men, who were at the Head of Her Armies appearing openly at the Head 
Sat of thoſe Parties; and not to act counter to Her Meaſures only; but to 
fly threaten openly to oblige Her to a Revolution in Her Houſhold : I ſay, as 
2rty if upon Diſcovery of ſuck Deſigns carrying on, to make the War impracti- 
oke cable, but at the Hazard of the Peace at home, Her Majeſty was not at 
m: Liberty to change thoſe Reſolutions, and regard the Safety of Her own 
ke. Government, and the Protection of Her faithful Servants ow the At- 
of tacks of an enraged Party | " 
the In like manner it ſeems reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that notwithſtanding Her 
nſi- Majeſty's gracious Promiſes to the Diſſenters of Protection, and maintain- 
ch- ing inviolably their Toleration, yet that this was always to be under ſtood 
or- ſo far Conditionally, that they behaved themſelves Dutifully to Her Per- 
N à ſon, Peaceably to the Government, and kept themſelves from embroiling 
il- the State: In the contrary to which it muſt be allow'd to be very Juſt, if 
rty Her Majeſty ſhould upon ſuch Occaſion recommend it to Her Parliament: 
ick That whereas Her Majeſty had upon all Occaſions indulged the Diſſenters, 
0n, not only in the Toleration and Exemption granted them by Law, but in 
. ſeveral other Liberties which She might juſtly have reſtrained them in; 
nſt And whereas it might reaſonably have been expected, that the Diſſenters 
d, would in return for ſuch Favours have diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their 
no dutiful and affectionate Behaviour to Her Majeſty's Perſon and Govern- 
| ment: But that Her Majeſty find ing on the contrary that the Diſſenters in 
at general are fallen in with abetting and ſupporting the Factions and Diſ- 
er contents of a Party, who with an undutiful Behaviour endeavour to di- 
er ſturb the Peace of Her Majeſty's Reign, and the juſt Meaſures of Her Ad- 
cy miniſtration ; And that they are not by any peaceable gentle Methods to 
nd be reclaim'd from the {aid Practice; and that the ſaid Fadtions and Parties 
ty are greatly encouraged and fomented by the {aid Conjunction and Concur- 
of rence of the Diſſenters with them: That therefore Her Majeſty thinks them 
| unworthy any farther Protection; and recommends it to Her People to 
at think of ſome Methods te reduce them to a greater Senſe of their Duty, 
ch from which too much Liberty, or the Abuſe of that Liberty has encouraged 
N them to decline. 25 
8 It were to be wiſh'd the Diſſenters would timely conſider what would 
er be the Conſecuence, if Her Majeſty ſhould be provoked by their preſent 
er Conduct to proceed in fuch a manner: And whether it would be difficult 
Bo to moye any Dutiful Houſe of Commons ſo far to enter into Her Majeſty's 
a- juſt Reſentments, as to take ſuch Meaſures to humble the Diſſenters as Her 
* Majeſty ſhould think ſufficient, and as would effactually take from them 
(= all the Power they think they now have, te animate and encourage the 
- Parties and Factions of the Government. | | 
e This is the friendly Advice deſign'd by this Letter. The Diſſenters are 
- not ſo ignorant as not to know what is their proper Duty in ſo nice a Jun- 
cture; and that between two Intereſts ſo full of Animoſity, as it appears 
- our Parties have. It had been their wiſeſt Courſe at leaſt to have appear- 
t sd Neuter and Indifferent ; or elſe to have adhered to the Government, 
e whoſe Protection they enjoy d, till ſomething elſe than meer Party had gi- 
8 ven them Cauſe to act otherwiſe; till they had had juſt Cauſe to complain 
e of Oppreſſion, of Injuſtice, and of ſome Injuries which the Law might have 
, juſtified them in ſeeking Redreſs againſt. But while this is their Caſe, and 
e they have no ſuch Complaint to make, they are wholly inexcuſable in their 
5 preſent Conduct: And this is earneſtly recommended to em to conſider of. 
4 It is eaſy to foreſee, that a prejudiced Difſenter may break forth in a 


warm Expoſtulation at this Advice, and it may be in ſuch * 
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theſe: What would you have the Dziſſenters do? What are they Guilty, 
of? This is a Plot to draw them off from their Friends, and to divide them 
from the Low- Chureb; The Diſſenters and the Low- Church are one in 
their Intereſt, and cannot be ſeparated. Who ſhould the Diſſenters join 
with? Can they be ſuppoſed to join with Tories and Hig hflyers, Facobites 
and New Miniſtry ? That is impoſſible! 3 
It may be reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that this will be the manner of Reply 
to the friendly Expoſtulations of this Letter: But all theſe Retorts ſhall 
be thrown aſide in a few Words. This Letter does not charge the Di ſſen · 
ters, or ſo much as enquire, how far they are concern'd or are not con- 
cern'd in the undutiful Conduct of thoſe who are ſpoken of. The Diſſen- 
ters may ask themſelves the Queſtion, what they are Guilty of, and ſave 
thoſe: who wiſh them well the unpleaſant Office of Diſcriminating : Nei- 
ther does this Letter offer to divide them from, or engage them to any Side 
or Party; and for that Reaſon was not publiſh'd ( tho? long ago written) 
till all their Joining and Voting on one Side or other, was finiſh'd and over. 
The Diſſenters know beſt whether there are any of the People here ſpoken 
of, among them or no. | | 1 
They are here only calmly adviſed not to embroil themſelves with their 
Sovereign and with Her Adminiſtration, for no Cauſe, and for they know 
not who. While the Laws and thoſe effential Branches of Government, 
Liberty, Property and Religion, are whole and untouch'd : What can be 
of Moment ſufficient for the Diſſenters to appear againſt the Government, 
if the Laws are not broken? a 
If it be not true, that the Diſſenters have too much join'd with, abet- 
ted, counteranced and aſſiſted the Faction aforeſaid in theſe Things, it is 
by ſo much their Advantage, and this Advice may be thought ſo far Need- 
leſs: But if they lay their Hands on their Hearts, they may ſee more 
Cauſe for this Advice than they are willing to own. = 
Again, It may be offered in Excuſe of the Diſſenters, that although 
perhaps ſome hot Men among the Diſſenters may have been too forward, 
and may have ſhewn ſome Indiſcretien, yet that the whole Body of the 
Diſſenters ought not to ſuffer Blame on their Account. 5 | 
Anſwer. The Advice is to the Guilty only, and it is Ren and brief: 
That they would ſtop in time, and ſee that they involve not the Innocent | 
in the Ruin due to their Folly ; and to the lanocent the Advice is equally ) 
wholſome, (viz.) To diſtinguiſh themſelves, by ſuch Methods as they 
ſhall ſee xeaſonable, from thoſe who are Guilty; that it may be known 
there are ſome among the Diſſenters, who do not approve their Indiſere- 
tion, and that the Government may be moved not to reſent it upon the 
whole Body, | #14] 
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